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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Temperatures are going down (br-r-r!), the stock market is
going up (albeit, slowly?!), and gas prices keep going both
ways — up and down (and up and down!). As educational
funding is up and down and being moved around, many
may be trying to rethink budgets, determine essentials, and
perhaps postpone some projects or purchases. The
MSC/IRA Board of Directors has also had to reevaluate and
make similar decisions. Due to lower than expected
attendance at conferences in the last few years, MSC/IRA
has been experiencing losses in anticipated revenues. |
believe the membership should be aware of our situation
and know we are working to be wise stewards and still
provide our members with the most essential services and
programs. However, please understand some items will
have to be suspended due to budgetary constraints (such as
less frequent updates on the website).

Although, there are many factors we simply cannot control,
such as the economy or school budgets, there are ones we
can control. First, whether experiencing budget cuts, staff
reduction, or just the regular pressures of teaching, we can
remain positive. As Winston Churchill said, “I am an
optimist. It does not seem too much use being anything
else.”

Secondly, we can remain committed to our ideals and goals.
In MSC/IRA we are committed to serving our membership,
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promoting literacy, and mentoring future leaders. If you
or another member has questions or suggestions, please
contact the MSC/IRA officers and/or Board members.
They are an energetic group of educators, willing to
offer ideas, information, and support! We are here for
you!

Likewise, you can show your commitment as an active
member and supporter of your local council by
encouraging your colleagues to become associated with
your local council. Relate events and activities about
your council to peers, talk to them, invite them to
meetings, display council information and programs,
distribute council newsletters. Remember, it takes six
times to make a lasting impression in learning, so find
six opportunities to focus on your local council.
Building membership brings strength in numbers and
recognition as a viable and respected organization.

I look forward to the adventure of serving as your
President this year! Although, the year has already had
some “ups and downs,” I will strive to remain optimistic
and committed to overcoming challenges as they occur.
I also hope as | pursue this adventure our paths may
meet, cross, and even join together in supporting and
engaging in the many facets of literacy!

Happy Readings!

Linda McGlothlin

Submitted by Linda McGlothlin
MSC-IRA President
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A Chat with Your Coordinator
Winter 2009

It’s that time of year again! Most importantly, it’s time for enjoying family and friends this
holiday season. And, it’s time for assessing our progress towards our goals this year.

Tammy Rhomberg and her committee are to be congratulated on a very successful 35™ Plains Regional
IRA Conference. The Branson convention halls were abuzz with new strategies for increasing student
achievement. In addition, the Branson setting provided a relaxing, yet very fun, excursion for after-
conference hours. While some regional conferences struggled to keep their attendance up this year, the
Plains Regional Conference was well attended and a huge success! Thank you, Tammy and
committee!

As you make plans for the second semester, remember to schedule your election of officers for early
spring. This will ensure that you will have your officer list ready for submission before the due date of
April 15, 2010. This is a Show-Me Award requirement.

On the topic of officer elections, | am sending local council presidents a great article on the work of
nominating committees titled “Nominating Committee Know-How” by Nancy Axelrod from
Associations Now/The Volunteer Leadership Issue. While executive board composition is critical to
the success of the organization, the nominating committee is the key to getting the right people at the
table. Therefore, there are two important points to remember. 1) Create an executive board job
description. This will clarify expectations for potential board members. 2) Strive for diversity on your
board. It is important to “... ensure that the board’s composition is balanced and strengthened by
differences among members regarding race, gender, age, professional and institutional disciplines, size
of their organizations, geographical regions, and philosophies about the profession or industry and its
practice area.” This will help you meet the needs of all of your stakeholders and “grow” a stronger
organization.

Remember-The deadline for Honor Council (International) and Show Me State Award materials
is March 1. | know that local councils have been working very hard to meet the requirements for these
awards. Be sure to double check the requirements, and if you have any questions, please contact me or
your Zone Coordinator for assistance.

| hope to see you at IRA’s 55™ Annual Convention this spring when the convention returns to Chicago
once again. The dates are April 25 — 28, 2010. Registration for IRA members opened December 1,
2009 at www.reading.org. There are two new additions to this year’s convention. Mini-courses on
high-interest topics will provide in-depth professional development. And, IRA’s highly regarded
Reading Research Conference will be part of the convention program and open to all attendees at no
extra cost on Monday, April 26. So, drive, fly, or take the train, but get to Chicago this April!!!

As always, if there is anything I can do to help you, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Submitted by Mary Jo Barker, MSC-IRA State Coordinator
barkermaryjo@rockwood.k12.mo.us
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Membership Report

Membership reports have been later this year
and some council reports still have not been
received. The membership reporting process
will be discussed at our next Executive Board
meeting to see if improvements can be made.
It is a very time-consuming process for the
information to be verified for renewing
members and entered for new members.
Efforts have been made to get everything
recorded that has been received. However,
we are still in the process of completing the
membership roster.

Membership promotion is very important for
the achievement of our goal to promote a
higher level of literacy for all citizens of
Missouri. It has become increasingly difficult
to schedule meetings because of the volume
of in-service that districts throughout the state
are requiring teachers to attend. Local
council incentives for individuals, schools
and districts play an important role in
promoting memberships.

If you have any questions or concerns about
memberships or reporting procedures, please
contact me.

Submitted by Barbara Hiles
Director of Membership Development
(bhiles24@msn.com)

Give the Gift of Reading Thic Year

1Py &
4 /3/7///—;(' 2, /_/ //')")'('///’I
35th Plains IRA Regional Conference
November 4 - 6, 2009

35th Plains Regional Wrap-Up

You gotta love it when a plan comes together! The
35th Plains Regional Conference can be called a
success due to the many hours MSC volunteers put into
making it happen. There were over 725 attendees from
across the United States. The majority of them were
from Missouri, Kansas and Arkansas but there were
people from California and New York which made for
an interesting exchange of ideas and practices. Ellin
Keene was a powerful opening speaker, Alesia
Hamilton and Alfred Williams brought down the house
at the second general session; there was not a dry eye
in the auditorium. Margaret Wells and Pam Munoz
Ryan were unforgettable luncheon speakers. Elvis
even made an appearance and sang Christmas Carols to
the conferees!

Seriously, | want to thank everyone who volunteered to
introduce speakers, take tickets, give directions, or
work at the registration desk. You are so appreciated.

| especially want to thank Laurie Edmondson, Lou
Sears, Marie Puett, and Ella Jones for their dedication
and commitment to this conference. Voices of literacy
past, present and future were heard at this conference.
Visions of where literacy will and can take us all were
experienced. Thank you for the opportunity to be a part
of this conference.

Submitted by Tamara Rhomberg
Conference Chair
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2009 MSC-IRA Research in Reading Award Winner

Congratulations to Carolyn Carlson, Ph.D. Carolyn’s winning submission
Supporting Struggling Readers at the Secondary Level was selected as this
year’s MSC-IRA Research in Reading Award winner. Dr. Carlson is an
Assistant Professor in the Education Department at Washburn University
in Topeka, Kansas.

At Washburn, Carolyn teaches graduate and undergraduate courses in
literacy, including courses exploring the link between oral language and
literacy. Carolyn’s focus is teaching how to become a more effective
teacher of writing and in preparing individuals to become reading
specialists. Her research interests include secondary reading specialists,
adolescent literacy, and reading motivation. Carolyn is the author of
several articles on literacy and has presented at state, regional, national,
and international conferences on literacy.

Carolyn earned her doctorate in Teaching and Leadership in Literacy from Kansas University School of Education.
Carolyn’s advisor at KU, Donita Massengill, was impressed with Carolyn’s focus as a student. Donita stated that
“...Carolyn had her doctoral goal in mind and worked diligently to reach it... It was a pleasure working with
Carolyn. She was very positive, always moving forward in her learning, and very inquisitive....Carolyn possessed
many excellent qualities: hard working, positive, fair...organization was one of Carolyn’s greatest strengths.” and
lastly, that Carolyn had a “...passion for adolescent literacy.”

Carolyn was well-rounded in her undergraduate and graduate studies leading to her doctorate. She received her
Master of Science at Kansas University in Teaching and Leadership in Literacy. Before that, she attended the
Teacher Preparation Program at Missouri Western State University in St. Joseph, Missouri. Carolyn’s earned her
Bachelor of Arts at Kansas University. Her undergraduate area of study was East Asian Languages in the area of
Japanese.

Winning Submission:

Carolyn’s research proposal focused on the need to support struggling readers at the secondary level. Almost seven
thousand students drop out of high school every day according to a 2006 report by the Alliance for Excellent
Education. The most common reason cited as to why these students drop out of high school was that their poor
literacy skills prevented them from keeping up with the increasingly demanding high school curriculum.

Carolyn used data from the National Center for Educations Statistics’ (NCES) 1990-1991, 1993-1994, 1999-2000,
and 2003-2004 Schools and Staffing Surveys to make her case. The number of reading specialists at the secondary
level had not been studied to any great extent. The purpose of Carolyn’s study was to examine the number of
reading specialists in secondary schools. Her results showed that there was a strikingly small number of reading
specialists employed full-time in the upper grades. Both unweighted and weighted results indicated that less than
one percent of teachers across the United States were employed as full-time secondary reading specialists during
the 1990-1991, 1993-1994, 1999-2000, and 2003-2004 school years.

If you would like to contact Carolyn regarding her research, her e-mail is: carolyn.carlson@washburn.edu

Submitted by

Willie Edwards, Associate Professor - Literacy
Missouri Southern State University

Chair, MSC-IRA Research in Reading Award
edwards-w@mssu.edu
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Connections Make Our World Go ‘Round

As we wrap up 2009, let us each look forward to the possibilities offered in “2010”. This is a time for
IRA members to celebrate who we are and the accomplishments we have made together. This is a time
for us to connect, reach out to our community, and “grow” literacy. = With that in mind, please note the
many awards and grants that are available to honor educators, authors, and others involved in reading and
literacy.  The next deadline for several grants is January 15", 2010. Descriptions, guidelines, and
applications may be found at: http://www.reading.org/Resources/AwardsandGrants.aspx

In the New Year, let us continue to reflect on what literacy means to each of us. We live in a world with
many perspectives on literacy. Let us find new ways to connect to others, embrace differences, and find
our common ground. Let us continue to craft something that values, builds upon, and utilizes, each of
our strengths.  Most importantly, let us commit to the ongoing challenge of developing ourselves
professionally in our rapidly changing world.

On February 25-27", 2010, come, connect, and celebrate literacy at the Write to Learn Conference,
entitled “World to Text; Text to World” at Tan-Tar-A Resort in Osage Beach, MO.  Keynote speakers
will include Har vey “ Smo k degt-3ellind authar Eifoazeh Dumas, children’s and young
adult author Jack Gantos, and master teacher Jim Burke. The conference is sponsored by Education
Solutions International, the Missouri Council of International Reading Association, the Missouri Reading
Initiative, the Missouri Association of Teachers of English, and the Missouri Writing Projects Network in
cooperation with the MU Conference Center.

Registration and conference information may be found at:
http://muconf.missouri.edu/writetolearn/Register.html

Conference participants are responsible for making their own room reservations by writing Tan-Tar-A,
State Road KK, Osage Beach, MO 65065, or calling the phone number for reservations: (800) 826-8272
or (573) 348-3131. Register early if you prefer a room in the main resort or if you need special
accommodations. Check-in is at 4:00 p.m.; Check-out is at noon. The special conference room rate will be
$85 plus tax per night, and up to four may share a room. Be sure to identify yourself as a participant in the
Write to Learn Conference.  Go to http://tan-tar-a.com for details on accommodations and activities at
the hotel. (Reservations are guaranteed if made by Wednesday, January 27, 2010, then on a space-
available basis until the conference date).

Thank you for all you do for students, teachers, families, and your communities. It is the sharing of your
strengths and talents that make this organization strong.

May your holidays be happy, peaceful, and reenergizing!

Submitted by Jennifer Day, ~ ?

President Elect MSC-IRA N l l ,)7
Y7,

teacherjday@yahoo.com i

)
dayj@pcriii.k12.mo.us ~_ )2 {)
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What Would Mark Twain Think?

The 2010-2011Mark Twain Reading Award Nominees catapulted me into the vast unknown and by doing so, made
me a much more empathetic teacher. Now there is a lot to be said for a comfort zone when selecting reading material. That
being, | also learned that there is also something to be said for being knocked completely out of your comfort zone as well.

Next year’s possible winners ran the gambit of maturing into the supernatural to learning how to survive a prairie
existence. Some stories took place in the Black Hills of South Dakota when others took you to an unnamed little any town in
the USA. Most of the chosen genres were Modern Realistic Fiction while others were Historical Fiction or Fantasy. Stories
were told from main characters’ points of view, to the all-knowing narrator, to a dog’s story that would melt the heart of a
professional boxer. My point being, no one’s comfort zone is this broad. And that would be a good thing.

Twenty-five titles were read in less than three months, so little time was allowed to let a good story linger or time to
justify why a story, how can this be stated diplomatically, didn’t touch me as a reader. But what reading this many books did
do is challenge me as a teacher to once again be a student. It was like an assignment that had to be completed, and being a
conscientious student I did want to do a good job. So with the help of my trusty school librarian and a fellow book-loving
teacher, we conquered the list.

Once reading, it then occurred to me that the process | was going through was a lot like a student’s experience when
we as teachers recommend a title, only to see the book back in the library return tub too soon to have been read. | would have
dropped a few of the titles, if I hadn’t been an adult who had volunteered for the task. | do love books. Students should not only
learn how to choose books, but they should also be taught how and why to drop a book. However, all the titles on the nominee
list were someone’s favorite, favorite enough for them to nominate them, and that alone was enough for me to start and finish
each and every one of them.

That, my fellow professionals, is the power of the Mark Twain Award Books. So when we encourage our students to
consider reading any title from this list, we should also encourage them to come out of their comfort zone. After all, the book |
just loved, Suddenly Supernatural_by Elizabeth Cody Kimmel was my last to read, the one | put at the bottom of the pile, and
the one | thought | had the least connections. It also just happened to be the one that connected me instantaneously to about
four of my students; students who I just hadn’t suggested any right book to so far this year.

Being a Mark Twain reader has been a privilege and a growing experience now for two years. | relish the opportunity
to get out of my comfort zone, because my experience has always been growth. I learned I couldn’t judge a book by its cover,
or the title, or the author, or the trailer. | realized books are to be read, absorbed and collaborated over. So now instead of
suggesting just titles, I might suggest who might be a good person to partner read the book.

Anticipating the announcement of the 2010-2011 Mark Twain List is one of the last parts of being a reader. For you
see, every reader has a comfort zone, and how we rate the book might not be how others rate the same books. So just on the off
chance that my favorites don’t make the final list I would like to mention a few titles. Margaret and Flynn by Kathleen Duey,
Love Me Tender by Audrey Couloumbia, Wa g g i t By®eted Howeend Linda Sue Park’s Keeping Score_are all books that
made me expand my comfort zone and entertained me all while making me a better teacher, | think that would make Mark
Twain proud.

Submitted by Glenda Haley, Chair of Mark Twain Book Award Committee
President of NW Mo IRA
Glenda.Haley@sjsd.k12.mo.us
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Recently Announced:
Show Me Reader Award Nominees
2010-2011

Author Title Publisher

Steve Breen Violet the Pilot Dial Books

Marty Crisp Titanicat Sleeping Bear Press
Kelly DiPucchio Grace for President Hyperion Books
Susan Jeffers My Chincoteague Pony Hyperion Books
Mona Kerby Owney the Mail Pouch Pooch Frances Foster Books
Kirby Larson and Mary Nethery Two Bobbies, A True Story ~ Walker and Company
Denise Nelson Willow Sleeping Bear Press
Laura Nielsen Mrs. Muddle's Holidays Farrar Straus Giroux
Patricia Poloacco For the Love of Autumn Philomel Books

Judy Young Lucky Star Sleeping Bear Press

Show Me Awards

I just finished reading the 2009 Top 30 books for the Missouri Show Me Award list. Just like last year, |
read the selections with my friend, Suzanne Thomas. Suzanne is an elementary school librarian and I’'m a
second grade classroom teacher. We complement each other and create a balance with our thinking about
what makes a great book. We spent several hours reading and chatting about the books. Of course the
books would lead us to sharing our personal connections we made while reading and how we might use
the book with children. Besides being engaged with reading new books and discussing our first reactions
to the text and pictures, this is a great way to spend time with a friend.

It’s a good feeling to know that I am involved with witling down the top 30 to the final 10 titles that will
be placed on the 2010 Show Me Award list. It is also challenging. This year’s list was compiled of a
wide variety of interests and genre. At first glance, I’'m not sure if I would have picked up all of the titles
on my own. | was introduced to new authors and illustrators and read new books written by some
familiar and favorite authors. | found myself spanning the end-covers of the book jackets to learn more
about the authors and taking time to read through the author’s notes. I gained some new knowledge to
file in my memory cells.

We are asked to rate the books by a) interest to 1% — 3" graders; b) if the book would make a good read
aloud; and c) if the book offers literacy value which may enrich a child’s personal life. We used a rating
scale of 1 to 5 with 5 being the highest. There’s the challenge! As a reader, I tended to measure the
books greatly by the first two criteria and thinking, “What do my kids find appealing in a good book?”’
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Many of the books were wonderful reads with strong links to history and felt that they would make great

read alouds to upper elementary and middle school students. The picture books would be good hooks for
creating interest and spur motivation to become engaged in a research project. First Dog Fala
(Steenwyk), Grace for President (DiPucchio), Honda the Boy Who Dreamed of Cars ( Weston), Moon

Over Star (Aston), Mr . Li n c (Rabm)o My Cldnoojeayue Pony (Jeffers), Owney the Mail Pouch
Pooch (Kerby), Spuds ( Hesse), Titanicat (Crisp), Two Bobbies ( Larson & Nethery),and You Can o't
That Amelia (Klier) all capture an historic event that could stretch a young inquisitive learner’s brain with
wanting to know more.

Two titles that were very inspiring were Willow (Denise Nelson) and You Candt Do Th;
(Kimberly Klier). Willow is written for teachers as well as students. We all would benefit from having a

Willow or two in our class to learn from. Nelson’s story reminds us that there is more than one way to

see things. Author Kimberly Klier captures the determination Amelia Earhart had while defying the low
expectations of women’s roles in a male dominated profession.

I loveto laughandread,too! Tur t | eds ,Reamqgusi @ s DadagBrgChickers Flyrte Coop
kept me giggling.

Another twist in reviewing the books is the authors listed. | get excited to see familiar authors like
Patricia Polacco, Kate DiCamillo, Judy Young, Susan Jeffers, Kirby Larson, and Jean Craighead George.
Some of these authors are known for their novels or poetry. | tend to gravitate to familiar authors first
when reading new books. But now | have been introduced to some new authors (and illustrators) and
have made a reading list of some of their other works.

Suzanne’s and my favorite top books from this year’s list are: Violet the Pilot (Breen), Tur t | eds Pe
Day (Gorbachev), Happy Birthday to You: Mystery Behind Song (Raven) Moon Over Star (Aston), My
Chincoteague Pony (Jeffers), Willow (Nelson)andY ou Candét Dliel.hat Amel i a

My ultimate criteria when rating any book on or off this list is “Did I enjoy reading the book?” | am
anxious to see which titles will make the cut for next year’s Show Me Award list. And I’m always
curious to know which book the children will vote as their number one favorite. Our thinking is not
always on the same plane.

If you are interested in obtaining a copy of the Top 30 Books contact me at ml.puett@hotmail.com.

Happy Reading!
A
T > 74
-

Submitted by

Marie Puett, Chair Show Me Awards
NW Council

ml.puett@hotmail.com
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Legislative Update

Changes are the norm in education but especially in the world of education policy. | have combined information provided by
the IRA Legislative Update on December 14, 2009 and from Richard Long, IRA’s director of government relations, article in
Reading Today- December/ January.

U The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funding is coming in two phases. First in State Fiscal
Stabilization Fund, Title I and IDEA which targeted creating and maintaining jobs and second focusing on
reinvestment and change. Guidelines for the second phase should be out in the next couple of months but these funds
will support teacher enhancement, innovation technology, school improvement and school reform.

You may be hearing the term Race to the Top or School Improvement Grants- these specialized funds will target high-
need schools. For updated information go to the Advocacy & Outreach section of the IRA website at

www.reading.org

U Congress has introduced new education bills — Literacy Education for All, Results for the Nation (LEARN) and
Graduation for All Act. The House and the Senate version differ but the intent is to provide funds to high-needs
schools to support professional development in literacy instruction and they target the same three areas — ages 0-5,
grade K-4 and grades 5-12. The Graduation For All Grant would target a 2 billion in competitive grant program to
help district with low performing high schools and feeder middle schools.

U Reauthorization of NCLB (now being called the Elementary and Secondary Education Act) is moving forward in
2010. There is agreement that changes need to be made in identifying schools for improvement, however, there is
little agreement on how this is to be accomplished structurally especially for students who live in poverty, require
special education services, or in need of ELL services.

0 Title I School Improvement Grants - $3.5 billion
These funds will be made available to states by formula and competed for by school districts. LEA’s must identify the
schools they want to transform and apply one of the approved models — Turnaround Model, Restart Model, School
closure, or Transformation Model.

See press release, requirements and application:
http://www.ed.gov/news/pressreleases/2009/12/12032009a.html

SUMMARY: FY 2010 LABOR, HEALTH & EDUCATION

APPROPRIATIONS CONSOLIDATED APPROPRIATIONS BILL

Bill Total

FY 2009 Enacted: $155.049 billion (excludes emergency appropriations)

President’s Request: $160.706 billion

House Passed: $163.400 billion

Senate Committee: $163.100 billion

Final Bill: $163.565 billion

Title I Grants for Low-Income Children: $14.5 billion, $1.5 billion above the request, for Title | grants to school districts to
ensure that approximately 20 million disadvantaged children in nearly 55,000 public

schools obtain the educational skills they need to compete in a global economy. These funds may also be used to support early
childhood education activities.

School Improvement: $545 million, matching 2009, for assistance to approximately 13,000 schools across the country with
chronically poor academic performance.

After School Centers: $1.2 billion, $35 million above the request and 2009, for tutoring, mentoring and enrichment activities
for approximately 1.6 million children, nearly 50,000 more students than in 2009.

Teacher Incentive Fund: $400 million, $303 million above 2009, for the Teacher incentive Fund (TIF), which supports
school districts and States that aim to reward effective teaching through compensation systems that reward entire high-need
schools for raising student achievement.

Striving Readers: $250 million to transform Striving Readers into a new comprehensive literacy initiative from pre-K through
gradel2 to help struggling students build their literacy skills and improve the integration of reading initiatives across the
Department of Education. See the following paragraph with an expanded discussion of this section.

High School Graduation Initiative: $50 million for a new High School Graduation Initiative to target assistance to high
schools that disproportionately contribute to the nation’s dropout crisis, as proposed by the Administration.


http://www.reading.org/
http://www/
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For the Striving Readers program, the conference agreement modifies the bill language proposed by the Senate designating
funds under section 1502 of the ESEA for a comprehensive literacy program including pre-literacy skills, reading and writing,
for student from birth through grade 12. Of the total provided for this initiative, $10,000,000 is reserved for formula grants to
support State Literacy councils. (IMPORTANT for IRA Councils to stay informed and to stay connected to this
legislative issue.)

The remainder of all reserved funds must be used for competitive grants to SEAs, of which up to 5% may be used for State
leadership activities and not less than 95% for subgrants to LEAS or other entities with priority given to those serving the most
disadvantaged children. Sate subgrants must be allocated so that:

1) at 15% serve children 0-5,

2) 40% serve children in K-5,

3) 40% serve students in middle and high school.

Comprehensive literacy program subgrants must use these funds for activities that have certain characteristics of effective
literacy instruction. The House also proposed other funding designations as well as national activities and evaluation for
adolescent literacy and early literacy.

0 Core Standards
The Common Core Standards Initiative is a combined effort of the National Governors Association Center for Best
Practices and the Council of Chief State School Officers to develop a common core of state standards in English
language arts and mathematics for grades K-12. First developed were the college and career-readiness standards and
then the K-12 standards. An expert validation committee has been established to provide an independent review of
the common core state standards and the grade-by-grade standard to verify that states have accurately adopted the
common core state standards. This work is currently going on at the DESE level here in Missouri. More information
on DESE’s work as it is made available.

You can go to http://www.corestandards.org/Files/CCSSIProcess.pdf
for a timeline. A draft of the K-12 documents will be released in early January, 2010.

Submitted by Tamara Rhomberg
Legislative Committee Chair

February 25-27, 2010
Tan-Tar-AResort | Osage Beach, MO

Sponsored by Educational Solutions International,
RN the Missouri Reading Initiative, the Missouri Council of IRA,
World to Text:

o ol The Missouri Association of Teachers of English,
| '/' T to Wt and the Missouri Writing Projects Network
i\

in cooperation with the MU Conference Office
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TRUMAN AWARD

Of the many state IRA committees which | have had the pleasure of serving over the years, the two | have most
thoroughly enjoyed are the Mark Twain and the Truman Awards committees. The opportunity to read the books
on the selector lists is an extremely satisfying experience.

Last year was the first year for the Truman Award which targets readers in the middle school/junior high age
range. A list of 25 titles was sent to me to read and score on a scale of 1-5. The reading part of the task was
definitely the easy, pure-fun part; the scoring was much more difficult. Most of the time | would read for the pure
enjoyment of the book. | knew | was going to have to think about all the story elements and how they wove
together to make the whole somehow unforgettable. In the final search for that score, though, | knew | would be
thinking about the characters themselves and their impact on me. Questions would form in my mind. Was | moved
by their reactions to certain events? Did their behavior make me stop and think, “Wow, that took courage. |
wonder if I could have stepped up to the plate like that!” Or, when later recalling their words, did a smile or a tear
suddenly appear on my face quite unannounced? Did | keep thinking, analyzing comparing, coming up with a
connection between something a character did or said to myself or to someone | know? There were the “aha
moments" that helped me decide on the nuances in the steps between the scores of 1 and 5.

One of the books | found fascinating was Atherton-House of Power written by Patrick Carmen. People are living
on a manmade planet with three levels. The rulers live on the top level, the workers live on the middle level, and
the Cleaners live on the lowest level. A young boy living on the middle level becomes very curious and begins to
unravel the mystery. A sequel has already been written. Friendship, loyalty and trust are important themes.

Moving from fantasy to reality is Cracker, The Best Dog in written by Cynthia Kadohata, also author of Kira-
Kira. Cracker is the story of a German Shepherd trained to sniff bombs, traps and the enemy in Vietnam. It is
told partly from the viewpoint of the dog and partly from Rick, the soldier handler. Although based on fact, it is a
work of fiction.

These are just two in the list. All were worthy of reading. To find the titles and a brief synopsis of each, search the
internet for Truman Award List. To my knowledge not a part of any current lists are the titles, The Hunger Games
and Catching Fire by Suzanne Collins. Written with a setting in the future, | found them intriguing and unsettling,
but I am still looking forward to the third in the series. Also, | want to ask you to look for a first book written by
my husband Don Jones which will be out the end of December. The title is When the Firewood Comes. It is a
book written for adolescents with the setting in the Missouri Ozarks.

Happy reading to all of you.
Submitted by Ella Jones

Chair, Truman Award
ellajanejones@gmail.com

tappy New Year
lo the members af the
Missowrs State /@acﬁgz Couner?
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MSC-IRA CALENDAR OF EVENTS

February20, 2010 MSC-IRA Executive Board Meeting, location to be announced
(For State Executive Board Only)
February 25-27, 2010 Write to Learn Conference, Tan-Tar-A Resort, Osage Beach
March 1, 2010 Honor Council Deadline (International Award)
Show-Me Award Deadline (State Award)
April 25-28, 2010 IRA 55th International Conference, Chicago, Illinois

SEND NEwW CALENDAR ITEMS AND ARTICLES
FOR THE SPRING NEWSLETTER TO:
Dr. Jeanie Cozens, Editor, MSC-IRA Newsletter
Missouri Southern State University, 3950 E. Newman Rd., Joplin, MO 64801
cozens-j@mssu.edu

Mary Jo Barker, State Coordinator
Missouri State Council
International Reading Association
maryjob@missourireading.org

MissouRI IRA EXECUTIVE BOARD

2009-2010 ZONE COORDINATORS

President: Linda MacLaughlin Zone 1-Debi Pearson, Ozark Mountain

Pres. Elect: Jennifer Day Zone 2-Winnie McKinley, Big Springs

Vice President: Jeanie Cozens Zone 3-Kathy Dillahay, River Heritage Zone
Recording Secretary: Sarah Logan Zone 4- Carol Kemper, St. Louis
Corresponding Secretary: Laurie Zone 5-Carol Perry Davis, Lake Ozarks
Edmondson Zone 6-Carla Bergstrom, Kansas City
Treasurer: Nicole Costello Zone 7-Jim & Donna Bonebrake, Pony Express
Assistant Treasurer: Jason Adams Zone 8-Teresa Krigbaum, Mark Twain

Historian: Lisa Sweet
Past President: Marie Puett

Web Site Coordinator, Lou Sears
Legislative, Tamara Rhomberg
Parliamentarian, Tamara Rhomberg
Missouri Reader, Kathryn Pole

Missouri IRA Newsletter, Jeanie Cozens
Director of Membership, Barbara Hiles
State Coordinator: Mary Jo Barker

COUNCIL
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